
 

Press Release 

Trend sport fishing: GLNS advises Afinum on the acquisition of Fishing 

King 

Munich, 13 December 2021.  

Munich-based private equity investor Afinum has acquired a majority stake in Fishing King, the 

largest provider of online fishing courses in German-speaking countries. The seller is Fishing King's 

founder and CEO, Hubertus Maßong. He will continue to hold a stake in the company after Afinum's 

entry and will continue to manage Fishing King.  

For Afinum, the acquisition of Fishing King was the first fully completed platform transaction of 

Afinum Neunte Beteiligungsgesellschaft mbH & Co. Together with the Fishing King team, Afinum 

aims to further penetrate the company's existing core markets as well as expand into new markets 

and adjacent business areas. 

Fishing King was founded in Cologne in 2009 and is now the largest fishing school in the German-

speaking world. The company has developed the first officially recognized online courses for the 

fishing exam, which prepare participants fully, flexible in time and location for the state fishing exam. 

In addition, Fishing King offers special online courses for water wardens, the processing of caught fish 

or predator fishing.  

Fishing King has already accompanied more than 100,000 anglers in their preparation for the fishing 

exam - and the demand is likely to increase further. Because the sport of fishing is enjoying growing 

popularity: Already today, 7.2 million Germans fish occasionally or regularly. According to an 

Allensbach study, their number has increased by 15 percent in the past five years.  

GLNS provided comprehensive advice to Afinum on this transaction. The team led by Dr. Ludger 

Schult included Eva Bayer, Jennifer Blümlein (all Private Equity/M&A), Dr. Anselm Lenhard (Finance) 

and Andreas Scheidle (Tax). In the area of IP/IT, GLNS was supported by Lubberger Lehment (Dr 

Benjamin Koch, Dr David Weller). Labour law was covered by Pusch Wahlig Workplace Law (Dr. 

Marius Fritzsche), fisheries law by pdrei Rechtsanwälte (Prof. Dr. Simon Bulla). Buntscheck (Dr. 

Andreas Boos) advised on antitrust law. 

GLNS regularly assists Afinum. Most recently, the firm advised the investor on the sale of Perfect 

Drive Sports Group (https://www.glns.de/aktuelles/pressemitteilungen/mitteilung/glns-beraet-

afinum-beim-verkauf-der-perfect-drive-sports-group-an-bregal-unternehmerkapital/) and the 

acquisition of FAST LTA (https://afinum.de/afinum-erwirbt-fast-lta/). 

The seller of Fishing King was advised by Dr. Gregor Wecker (Luther). 

GLNS is an independent and internationally oriented commercial law firm with offices in Munich and 

London. Its lawyers specialise in the areas of corporate, finance, tax and litigation. 
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